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1. Name and Address of Reporting Person” 2. Issuer Name and Ticker or Trading Symbol 5. Relationship of Reporting Person(s) to Issuer
HITZ DAVID NETWORK APPLIANCE INC [ NTAP ] (Check all applicable)
—_ Director 10% Owner
3. Date of Earliest Transaction (Month/Day/Year) Officer (give title Other (specify
(Last) (First) (Middle) 01/02/2004 below) below)
495 EAST JAVA DRIVE Executive VP, Engineering
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SUNNYVALE CA 94089 X  Form filed by One Reporting Person
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Date Expiration of
Code Vv |(A) (D) | Exercisable | Date Title Shares
Non-
Qualified
Stock $6.91(1) 01/02/2004 A 5,426 @ 01/01/2014 | COmmon | 5 476 $0 5,426 D
Option Stock ’
(right to
buy)

Explanation of Responses:

1. This option was granted under the Network Appliance, Inc. Salary Investment Option Program of the Company's 1995 Stock Incentive Plan, pursuant to which the reporting person has elected, by irrevocable
election, to apply a portion of his base salary for calendar year 2004 to the acquisition of a below-market option grant.

2. Option vests with respect to 1/12 of the option shares on January 31, 2004 and the balance in a series of equal month installments over the next 11 months of service thereafter.
By: Janice Mahoney. by
Power-of-Attorney For: David 01/06/2004
Hitz
** Signature of Reporting Person Date

Reminder: Report on a separate line for each class of securities beneficially owned directly or indirectly.

* If the form is filed by more than one reporting person, see Instruction 4 (b)(v).

** Intentional misstatements or omissions of facts constitute Federal Criminal Violations See 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 15 U.S.C. 78ff(a).
Note: File three copies of this Form, one of which must be manually signed. If space is insufficient, see Instruction 6 for procedure.

Persons who respond to the collection of information contained in this form are not required to respond unless the form displays a currently valid OMB Number.
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